
World History Essentials Scope and Sequence

Unit Lesson Objectives

Renaissance

Revival of Classical Learning

Identify the origins of the Renaissance.

Explain humanism and its influence on the balance between intellect and faith.

Explain the significance of people and ideas that influenced the Renaissance.

Trading Centers in the Renaissance

Describe how the renewed use of the Silk Road affected the Renaissance.

Explain the importance of Florence and the Medici family to the Renaissance.

Explain how the location of the Italian Peninsula influenced the growth of Italy’s independent
trade cities.

Describe the geographic diffusion of the Renaissance throughout Europe.

Arts and Literature during the Renaissance

Describe major advances made in art during the Renaissance.

Describe major advances made in literature during the Renaissance.

Analyze how advancements made during the Renaissance spread knowledge throughout
Europe.

Advances in Science during the Renaissance

Describe major advancements made in science during the Renaissance.

Describe major advancements made in math during the Renaissance.

Analyzing Point of View in a Primary Source

Paraphrase a text.

Explain an author’s purpose, point of view, and bias.

Evaluate an author’s argument. 
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Cite text evidence to support inferences and conclusions.

Unit Test

Enlightenment and Scientific Revolution

Figures of the Reformation and Their Ideas

Explain policies of the Catholic Church.

Describe the main ideas of key Protestant reformers.

Analyze the development of the Protestant Reformation.

Reform and Change in England

Describe the idea of self-government in Protestantism.

Explain the influence of self-government on democracy.

Explain the effect of the Protestant Reformation on England.

The Counter-Reformation and the Revitalization of
Catholicism

Explain the goals of the Catholic Reformation.

Describe the changes implemented by the Catholic Church.

Explain the effects of the reforms on the Catholic Church.

The Scientific Revolution

Describe influences from the past that led to the Scientific Revolution.

Explain key scientific discoveries and inventions.

Explain the effects of the Scientific Revolution on society, government, and religion.

The Enlightenment

Describe the impact of the Glorious Revolution and the Bill of Rights on the colonies.

Identify the political principles supported by new thinkers in the Enlightenment.
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Explain the contributions of Enlightenment thinkers to political ideas in the colonies.

Unit Test

Imperialism 

Imperialism in Asia

Describe factors that influenced European imperialism in Asia.

Compare direct and indirect colonial rule in Asia.

Analyze the effects of British imperialism in India.

Imperialism and the Scramble for Africa

Describe the motivations behind European colonization of Africa.

Compare and contrast British and French rule in Africa. 

Explain the effects of European colonialism in Africa.

Imperialism and Reform in the Americas

Explain the shift in US foreign policy to expansionism.

Describe the effects of the Spanish-American War on US expansion.

Describe the causes and effects of the Mexican Revolution.

Revolution in China

Explain the causes and effects of the Opium Wars. 

Explain the causes and effects of the Revolution of 1911.

Rise of Japan

Describe the causes and effects of the Meiji Restoration.

Explain the role of empire-building in establishing Japan as a global power.

Unit Test
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International Conflict 

Fighting the Great War

Trace the events of German aggression and the outbreak of war. 

Analyze conditions on the battlefield during World War I. 

Describe the contributions of women and civilians to the war effort.

Explain reasons for the US entrance into World War I.

The Global Depression

Explain the economic conditions that led to the Great Depression.

Describe the effects of the Great Depression on the US.

Explain the effects of the Great Depression on Europe and the world.

The World at War

Explain the roles of alliances and leaders during World War II.

Describe significant events that happened at the beginning of World War II.

Explain major turning points of World War II.

The Holocaust in Europe

Explain the events leading up to the Holocaust.

Describe significant events and locations associated with the Holocaust.

Analyze the aftermath of the Holocaust.

Spread of Communism

Explain the rise of communism in Asia and its effects on China.

Identify the causes and effects of the Korean War.

Analyze how communism spread to Africa and Latin America.

Page 4 of 6



World History Essentials Scope and Sequence

Unit Lesson Objectives

Unit Test

Globalization 

Globalization and the Global Economy

Explain the concept of globalization.

Describe key concepts of a market economy.

Explain the benefits and costs of free trade.

Our Interconnected World

Identify ways social media influences the growth of businesses.

Explain how social media affects the diffusion of ideas.

Analyze the role of social media during the Arab Spring.

Contemporary Human Rights Issues

Describe the concept of human rights.

Identify factors that affect human rights in global society.

Explain the work of individuals and organizations to defend human rights.

Describe factors that displace people from their homelands.

Global Security

Describe how terrorism and political conflict threaten global security in the 21st century.

Analyze the effectiveness of cooperative international responses to global security threats.

Describe the impact of 21st century terrorist acts on the modern global society.

Global Environmental Challenges

Identify global environmental challenges.

Describe the effects of global environmental challenges.

Page 5 of 6



World History Essentials Scope and Sequence

Unit Lesson Objectives

Analyze responses to global environmental challenges.

Unit Test

Cumulative Exam

Cumulative Exam Review

Cumulative Exam
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